
“Crossings” is an “at home” weekly Bible Study during Lent and Easter, offering you an 

opportunity to read and reflect on the Gospel passage for each Sunday during the six weeks of 

Lent and then in Easter.  It is available on SMWC’s and Trinity’s websites, e-mailed to those 

who receive church communications by e-mail and by hard copy at church.   

 

CROSSINGS:  LENT WEEK FOUR 

Reflection on The Gospel for Sunday, March 30, 2014 

“Seeing the Light” 

John 9:1-41 

As he walked along, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither this man 

nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him. We 

must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can 

work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." When he had said this, he 

spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's eyes, 

saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and 

washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 

beggar began to ask, "Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?" Some were saying, "It is 

he." Others were saying, "No, but it is someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the man." 

But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man 

called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, `Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I 

went and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not 

know." 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath 

day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him 

how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 

now I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not observe 

the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And 

they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him? It was 

your eyes he opened." He said, "He is a prophet." 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 

parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say 

was born blind? How then does he now see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is 

our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 

know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself." His parents said 

this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 

confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents 

said, "He is of age; ask him." 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, "Give 

glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner." He answered, "I do not know whether he is 

a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see." They said to him, "What 



did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told you already, 

and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 

disciples?" Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 

We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 

from." The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 

from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does 

listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been 

heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he 

could do nothing." They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 

teach us?" And they drove him out. 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in 

the Son of Man?" He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him." 

Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he." He said, "Lord, 

I believe." And he worshiped him. Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment so that 

those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind." Some of the 

Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?" Jesus said 

to them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, `We see,' your sin 

remains." 

Background/Context 

This is a story that may surprise us today – that a physical disability such as blindness would be 

considered caused by sin.  In the first century the Jews believed that there was a direct causal 

relationship between sin and a disability/illness/disease (mental or physical).  It is as if such was 

a punishment, a judgment by God.  Over the past two thousand years gigantic leaps in the 

medical world have shed and are continuing to shed substantial light on the issue of disabilitiy, 

illness and disease.  Yet, perhaps a bit of the ancient attitudes may linger even in our enlightened 

twenty-first century world.  “What did he/she do to deserve _________.”  You fill in the blanks.  

And aren’t there times when we want to assign “blame” for someone’s condition:  we might 

blame God; we might blame the person, the doctor, the hospital, even ourselves.  If only I had 

done ________! (You fill in the blanks).  There is still ambiguity about the causal relationship – 

and blame may be rightly assigned at times in our contemporary society.  My parent’s lung 

cancer directly related to sixty years of smoking.  Or a professional guilty of malpractice in 

treating a patient, etc.  But then we still need to get into what is meant, in old or new fashioned 

perspectives, by the secular and theological word “sin.” 

 

This lengthy passage in the Gospel of John offers us the opportunity to consider what impedes 

and blocks our ability to revise our perspective on a long held attitude – on a familiar and 

strongly held way of looking at something.  Remember how long it took for the world to revise 

the idea that the sun revolves around the earth, not the other way around?  And there were 

substantial consequences (ridicule and even excommunication) for those who grasped the new 

concept and held on to it despite the official position of society, culture or the Church in those 

days. 

 

 As you read this Gospel passage and reflect on its possible meaning, be aware that the Gospel of 

John was written for a specific audience towards the end of the 1
st
 century.  It was a community 



with a population that included Jews and Christians.  Some of the Christians were Jewish 

converts who continued to worship with their Jewish community in the Synagogue.  However, 

the synagogue community had determined to oust those who had become Christians.  The 

Gospel of John is very dualistic and its author often depicts the Christians as the “good guys” 

and the Jewish leaders as the “bad guys” as he has characters speak of their “fear of the Jews.”  

Here the parents of the blind man are afraid to testify on their son’s behalf because they were 

concerned that they might not be welcome at the Synagogue fellowship any more.  How often 

might we be reluctant to be a “witness” to something new, to new light being shed on old ways 

because we fear being “ousted” by a treasured community or group of which we have been a 

part, be it family or some organization?  

  

The healing in this passage appears to be a simple process.  Jesus approaches the blind man, 

makes a paste of mud and saliva, spreads it on the man’s eyes and has the man go wash in a 

certain pool.  The man receives his physical sight.  The story unfolds with the man slowly but 

surely receiving a deeper sight – an evolving insight into who Jesus is – from a man “who put 

mud on my eyes” to a “prophet” to one who says “Lord, I believe” when Jesus shares that he is 

the Son of Man. 

 

The man describes the simple process of his healing.  Those around him don’t believe his story 

and he and even his parents are questioned.  He tells his story several times which only results in 

more interrogation.  Those interrogating him are more interested in getting evidence for their 

disbelief and assigning blame and his parents are responding to the questions of them only with 

fear.  No one around him is rejoicing about his healing!  It is as if they are blind to it. 

 

At the end of this story we are left with the sense that the blind man receives both physical and 

spiritual sight, but that the Pharisees, who have had physical sight throughout are the ones who 

are really blind (as to what happened and who did it).  And we wonder just what changes may 

occur in the man’s life and his previous relationships (with family, the synagogue, etc.) now he 

has seen the light and follows it. 

 

Directions 
Read through the Gospel passage slowly and reflectively one or more times.  What draws your 

focus?  What words or phrases seem to “speak” to you?  Consider the following questions for 

reflection or consider other questions that arise for you out of this passage as you consider the 

background and context of the Gospel of John as referenced above.    

 

What applications does your reflection on this passage have for your life?  Consider the 

following: 

 

1. What is your response when you or someone you love has a serious illness or life 

threatening, life diminishing condition?  Or if someone you don’t like or who may be 

your “enemy” in some way has such an illness or condition?  Do you find yourself 

assigning “blame” or considering that they “deserve” or “don’t deserve” it; or that it is 

God’s will or judgment? 

 

 



2. Have you had a strong conviction or belief about something, but have been challenged to 

consider it very differently?  Are you open to new possibilities and new perspectives or 

very protective of your attitudes/perspectives and unlikely to change?   

 

 

3. What may be “blocks” to seeing things in new ways or being open to an attitude 

“adjustment?”  How important is it to conform to the attitudes or perspectives of a group 

of which you are a part?  How open might you be to risk being “ousted” from that group 

if you deviate from the group’s thinking? 

 

 

4. What does it mean to you to “see the light?”  Can you think of times when you have felt 

“blind” to something but then seen whatever it is in a new light?  Consider, “How did that 

happen?”  

  

 

5.  The Pharisees in this story continue to call Jesus a sinner and can’t seem to see the 

possibility that Jesus who is a “bad guy” in their eyes could be the one to heal the blind 

man – perform a miracle.  Can we accept the possibility that one we consider sinful or 

“bad” can be a vehicle for good? 

 

 

6. What does the word “sin” mean to you?  How do you react to the use of “sin” in this 

story?   

 

 

7. How willing are you to accept a simple process that leads to a special or even miraculous 

healing?  Can you and others around accept the “mystery” of it, and simply be joyful and 

thankful or is it necessary to analyze it and prove how it happened? 

 

 

 

 

Consider other questions/ideas that you may have as you reflect on this passage.  


