
“Crossings” is a weekly Bible Study during Lent and Easter.  Each “Crossing” will offer you an 

opportunity to read and reflect on the Gospel passage for each Sunday during the six weeks of 

Lent and then in Easter.  It will be made available to you in the week prior to each Sunday.  It 

will be posted on SMWC’s and Trinity’s websites, e-mailed to those who receive church 

communications by e-mail and will be available by hard copy at church.   

 

CROSSINGS:  LENT WEEK ONE 

Reflection on The Gospel for Sunday, March 9, 2014 

Matthew 4:1-11 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  

He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished.  The tempter came 

and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 

bread.”  But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone but by every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 

temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 

‘He will command his angels concerning you.’ And ‘On their hands they will bear you 

up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”  Jesus said to him, “Again it is 

written, ‘Do no put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to him, “All these I will give you, 

if you will fall down and worship me.  Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is 

written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’”  Then the devil left him, and 

suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

  

Background/Context 

John the Baptist has appeared preaching in the wilderness of Judea proclaiming “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven has come near.”  He quotes the prophet Isaiah, “Prepare the way of the 

Lord.”  Jesus appears and asks John to baptize him.  Just after his baptism the Spirit of God 

descends on Jesus and a voice from heaven says, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased.”  After this amazing affirmation, Jesus is led up by the Spirit into the wilderness. 

After this wilderness experience, Jesus will begin his ministry. 

 

The theme of “preparation” is appropriate to begin our Lenten journey.  In the Bible 

“wilderness” is a location for testing – a place for preparation.  The number forty is reminiscent 

of an earlier time in Hebrew history when the Hebrews spent forty years in the desert wilderness 

as they were being prepared, even tested, during their journey towards the promised land.  Forty 

days is the period assigned to our Lenten preparation for Easter. 

 

The Gospel of Matthew was written around 80-85 c.e. and its intended audience was the 

Christians living about fifty years after Jesus’ death.  The story of the Hebrews’ wilderness 

journey and of Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness probably also resonated with early Christian 

communities and what they must have faced in the larger non-Christian communities as they 

tried to live into their baptismal covenant when they entered the Christian life.  Temptations were 

all around them to forsake the Way of life that Jesus had taught as the way to God.  

 



Our baptismal covenant may also be a backdrop to our exploration/reflection on Jesus’ 

wilderness experience after his baptism and just before he begins his ministry.  At our baptism 

the following questions are addressed of us as adults or of our godparents if we are children.  If 

we are baptized as children, we address these questions at confirmation.  “Do you renounce 

Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?”  “Do you renounce the 

evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?”  Do you renounce all 

sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?” 

 

Directions 
Read through the Gospel passage slowly and reflectively one or more times.  What draws your 

focus?  What words or phrases seem to “speak” to you?  Consider the following questions for 

reflection or consider other questions that arise for you out of this passage.    

  

What applications does your reflection on this passage have for your life? 

1. When have you experienced times that you felt “led” by the Holy Spirit?   Have you let 

that happen or have you resisted it?  Or did you sense that you were “driven” into the 

wilderness?  (Note: The word in the Gospel of Mark is that the Spirit “drove” Jesus out 

into the wilderness.)   

 

2. In looking back over your life have you experienced “wilderness” times when you felt 

you were being tested or being prepared for something?  In looking ahead in your life, do 

you see some wilderness times to come – a time when you may be challenged and tested?   

 

3.  What are some of the “temptations” that confront us in our contemporary world?  Why 

do we succumb to some of these temptations?  Are there times we are more vulnerable to 

being tempted than others?  (Note: In Luke, the final sentence of this passage reads:  

“When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

 

4. This passage mentions angels coming and waiting upon Jesus.  In wilderness times and 

times of trial have others tried to minister to you?  In what ways?  Have you been 

receptive to receiving care? 

 

5. In this passage, both Jesus and Satan use scripture passages to express their point.  What 

impressions or conclusions do you draw from their exchanges?    

   

6. Do we put God to the test?  How do we test God and why? 

 

7. Do you believe that any of these are present in the world today:  Satan, spiritual forces of 

wickedness, evil powers of this world?  What would it look like to “renounce” them?  

Any times you can remember when they were present and you either succumbed to them 

or renounced them?  

 

8. Jesus came through these forty days, sustained and strengthened for ministry and for the 

trials that were to come.  How can you use the forty days of Lent as a time to discover  

what sustains you and how you may be strengthened?  


