
“Crossings” is an “at home” weekly Bible Study during Lent and Easter, offering you an 

opportunity to read and reflect on the Gospel passage for each Sunday during the six weeks of 

Lent and then in Easter.  It is available on SMWC’s and Trinity’s websites, e-mailed to those 

who receive church communications by e-mail and by hard copy at church.   

 

CROSSINGS:  LENT WEEK TWO 

Reflection on The Gospel for Sunday, March 16, 2014 

John 3:1-17 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He came to Jesus 

by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 

God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.”  Jesus 

answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 

born from above.”  Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 

grown old?”  Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”  Jesus 

answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 

born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit 

is spirit.  Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’  The 

wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 

comes from or where it goes.  So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  Jesus answered him, “Are you a 

teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; 

yet you do not receive our testimony.  If I have told you about earthly things and you do 

not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  No one has 

ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the son of Man.  And 

just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the son of Man be lifted up, 

that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him.” 

 

Background/Context 

The author (unknown) of the Gospel of John is writing towards the end of the 1
st
 century, 

approximately sixty years after Jesus’ death.  The context is important to our understanding.  

Back in Jerusalem at the time of the writing it is approximately 20 years after the destruction of 

the Temple and a dispersing of the Jews throughout the Roman Empire.  The audience for whom 

he writes is a community of Jews and Gentiles presumably outside Judea, including both those 

Jews and Gentiles who have converted to Christianity but are no longer permitted to worship in 

the Synagogue and those Jews who have not converted, in full or in part and remain in the 

synagogue.  It is a divided community (Jews and Christians) that has become antagonistic and 

yet some of the Jewish leaders appear to be torn between their Jewish heritage and an emerging 

desire to learn more about Jesus and potential conversion.  A significant Gospel theme is whether 

one believes or not in Jesus as Son of God.  John is dualistic – either one believes or not – 

darkness is contrasted with light, etc.   It appears that one of the purposes the author of this 

Gospel has is to show Jesus as affirming the Christian “believers” in this community, 



encouraging them to stick together (love one another) and be sustained in their faith through the 

presence of the Holy Spirit.  Another issue/theme is the interrelationship of faith and “seeing” 

Jesus (in a spiritual and experiential way) despite the passage of time subsequent to Jesus’ death 

and resurrection.  

 

Nicodemus appears three times in the Gospel: here; at 7:50 where he is identified as a Pharisee; 

and at John 19:39 when he assists Joseph of Arimathea (“a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one 

because of his fear of the Jews) in burying Jesus.  Nicodemus is a learned man, leader of the 

Jews, a Pharisee.  He seeks Jesus out by night.  He recognizes Jesus as “Rabbi” (a teacher) who 

has come from God.  Use of “we” here implies the Jewish group of which he is a part likewise 

recognizes Jesus this way.  He speaks of “signs” – a word used in this Gospel frequently for acts 

of Jesus (such as turning water into wine at the wedding in Cana) that “point” towards the 

conclusion of who Jesus is – Son of God, Messiah.  That Nicodemus approaches Jesus has both 

positive and negative connotations.  Approaching Jesus is a characteristic of a disciple.  But here 

Nicodemus approaches at night and in this Gospel night is a symbol of darkness.  Night/darkness 

may be a metaphor for Nicodemus’ approaching in secret for fear someone may see him and his 

position of power jeopardized or that he is approaching in ignorance symbolized by the darkness 

of his understanding at night when it is difficult to “see” things.  Jesus tells Nicodemus:  “no one 

can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”  The Greek background for the 

concept of being born from above includes the idea of being born “anew.”  Nicodemus confuses 

Jesus’ words with the human birthing process as he has trouble “seeing” what Jesus is trying to 

tell him.   

 

Jesus continues speaking of being born with water and the Spirit (see John the Baptist’s 

“testimony” about Jesus’ baptism in John 1:29-34) and of flesh and spirit.  At first glance it this 

seems to reflect John’s dualism (flesh and spirit) but consider the integrated idea of baptism in 

which we are both baptized with water and “in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit” and 

then “sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever.”The passage 

leads into a discourse (teaching) by Jesus including the familiar “For God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” The Gospel’s 

purpose is highlighted here as it is stated at the end of the Gospel:   

 

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 

this book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.”  

John 20:30-31 

   

Directions 
Read through the Gospel passage slowly and reflectively one or more times.  What draws your 

focus?  What words or phrases seem to “speak” to you?  Consider the following questions for 

reflection or consider other questions that arise for you out of this passage as you consider the 

background and context of the Gospel of John as referenced above.    

  

What applications does your reflection on this passage have for your life?  Consider the 

following: 

 



1. At baptism you are baptized by water and the Spirit and then sealed by the Holy Spirit.  

What does this mean to you? 

 

2. Have you had times when you sensed/felt the presence of the Christ/Holy Spirit) in your 

life although you did not actually see Christ or the Holy Spirit?  Reflect on those times:  

What did it feel like?  What, in hindsight, resulted from your experience(s) that you 

might attribute to “seeing” Christ in a spiritual sense? 

 

3. Step into the shoes of Nicodemus.  What do you sense were his motivations, his feelings 

and his desires?  Why do you think he came “by night”? Do you see yourself in any way 

in this character?   

 

4. Have you heard people talk about their being “born again”?  What was your reaction?  

Have you told others that you have felt “born again” in these exact or similar words? 

Was that difficult or easy?  What was their reaction?  Have you felt “born again” at any 

time but avoided speaking of it to anyone?  If so, why? 

 

5. Do you believe you tend to see things in a dualistic (either/or) way, particularly when it 

comes to matters of faith/theology/religion?  What are the positives/negatives of thinking 

this way?   

 

 

6. In what is considered by many to be the most quoted verse in the Bible (John 3:16) Jesus 

uses the terms “perish” and then “eternal life” and what seems to make the difference is 

to believe.  What is your reaction to the apparent requirement (so often referred to in the 

Gospel of John) to “believe”?  What does “believe” mean to you?  How do you feel and 

what do you think about the Gospel of John’s emphasis on belief as being the gateway to 

eternal (continuing) life? 


