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May 7, 2017 
Year A; Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2: 42-47 
Psalm 23 
1 Peter 2: 19-25 
John 10: 1-10 
 
“In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 
 
 
I am willing to guess that only a very few of us have had direct, consistent 
experience with raising and living with sheep, and even fewer if any, actually 
know a professional shepherd, and yet on this Good Shepherd Sunday we 
resonate with and respond deeply to all the images of the good shepherd and 
the sheep in our collect, our gospel reading, our psalm, and our hymns.  
 
The little boys I preached to at St. Christopher’s School had absolutely no frame 
of reference for a shepherd and his sheep, and yet, over and over the boys were 
drawn into one of their favorite stories…….to hear of that lost sheep, 
wandering, lost, frightened…. 
 
Lost, and, yes, then found, because the shepherd went looking for that lost one, 
found because the shepherd would not give up on looking for that lost sheep,  
found because the shepherd knew and recognized the sheep’s cry, and found 
because the sheep knew the shepherd’s voice and trusted him. 
 
Those little boys, all born in the 21st century, modern children, technological 
natives, and often well-traveled, those boys were then enthralled to hear their 
chapel together defined as being like the sheep fold……the walled enclosure the 
shepherd created out in the fields to herd the sheep to at night…….and a place 
that would protect them from all harm….. 
 
Our chapel service sitting together with their teachers surrounding them like the 
walls of the sheep fold…….these images of sheep and shepherd speak deeply to 
us still if we are 5 years old or 105 years old…..the Lord is my shepherd, I shall 
not want…… 
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Good Shepherd Sunday occurs half way through the season of Easter, on this 4th 
Sunday of Easter, and readings focused on Jesus as the good shepherd and 
Psalm 23 are always assigned to this Sunday.  
 
Good Shepherd Sunday marks the time in Easter when we are finished with 
discussion of the first resurrection appearances of Jesus and we turn our 
attention for the rest of the Easter season to pondering: 
 
 Ok,  we understand Jesus is raised from the dead! We understand: Go and tell 
the others! Alleluia!  But now what? What does this all mean? 
 
Good Shepherd Sunday occurs here, I think, to help us to concretely understand 
what we are to do next….if we believe in the resurrection of Jesus, this event 
that literally moved the earth, how are we to live now? How are we forever 
changed…..if we believe in the resurrection of Jesus? 
 
Our first lesson from Acts provides the echo to remind us, to orient us to the 
answer….how are to live now??…..if we believe in the resurrection of Jesus?  
 
Our lesson from Acts tells us of those very first followers, those that began by 
cowering behind locked doors, who were then invigorated by the Holy Spirit’s 
arrival on Pentecost, given strength and courage beyond their own to go out 
and preach and speak of Jesus in their lives, of the literally lifechanging 
influence of Jesus in their lives… 
 
And those first followers, Peter and the others, were quickly joined by a few 
thousand more! Yikes! Thousands? Yes, 1000s baptized in those first 
days……and how did they live now, if they really believed now in the 
resurrection of Jesus, how did they live, all of a sudden, together? Can we get a 
hint from them, a direction to go, for our resurrection lives? 
 
Well, the text tells us those 1000s they lived together, they broke bread, they 
ate together, they prayed and learned together, and they all shared what they 
had, so no one was in need.  
 



3 
 

And as they ate together and shared the bread and the wine together, 
remembering still so recently the Last Supper with Jesus, they had “glad and 
generous hearts”…… 
 
Those glad and generous hearts offer us an example to live by and they draw us 
back to that table, when Jesus on his last night with his friends gave them a new 
commandment: 
 
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. (John 13: 34-35) 
 
In this season of Easter, if we believe in the resurrection of Jesus, if we are 
changed by it, how are we to live now? We are to LOVE ONE ANOTHER……the 
new commandment given that night at the table, as the shadow of the cross 
stood nearby, Jesus, ready to lay down his life for us, told his friends, and tells 
us, our new commandment is to love one another. 
 
So half way through the season of Easter we are given these beautiful, vivid, 
approachable images of the shepherd and the sheep to teach us what it will 
look like if we indeed, are ready to love one another.  
 
Now I have heard and read a lot of sermons and commentaries about sheep, 
and they have been characterized in a wide variety of ways, some 
complementary and others not so much. I have known some people who are 
insulted if one suggests that we are like sheep.  
 
Well, the beauty of the shepherd and the sheep is that, if we really believe in 
the resurrection, if we are changed by it, we are called to be both sheep and 
shepherd. 
 
I do not know any sheep myself, but my husband Tim grew up on a farm and 
confirms that sheep are indeed often a bit clueless, easily lead off the right path, 
prone to wandering, and yes, pretty defenseless.  
 
Now I guess some people might be insulted by these characterizations, but, if 
we are honest with ourselves, these words describe us all, young and old, pretty 
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accurately, at different points in our lives…..we have all been off track, lost, and 
vulnerable to complex and cruel powers………. 
 
“The Lord is my shepherd I shall not be in want; he makes me lie down in green 
pastures and leads me beside still waters. He revives my soul and guides me 
along right pathways for his Name’s sake.”  
 
It is near impossible to say: The Lord is my shepherd….if we are unwilling to see 
and own our lives as sheep……our lives in such need of the care and guidance of 
the good shepherd. 
 
And just as much as we are called to acknowledge our need for God, we are also 
called by this new commandment to love one another and have the courage to 
take on the job of the shepherd….. 
 
 
In this season of Easter, if we believe in the resurrection of Jesus, if we are 
changed by it, how are we to live now? We are to live as the shepherd, acting 
with compassion, with greater compassion, not just skimming along the surface 
of this new commandment but ready to live deeply and radically into a call to 
love one another, to share what we have, to not turn away from those in need. 
 
Challenging but inviting, life-giving words…..Go and tell the others, He is raised!! 
Are we changed? Alleluia? Alleluia! 
 
Amen. 
 
The Rev. Megan Limburg 
 
 
 
 
 


