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November 26, 2017 
Year A; last Sunday after Pentecost; Stewardship Commitment Sunday;  
Christ the King Sunday 
Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 100 
Ephesians 1: 15-23 
Matthew 25: 31-46 
 
“In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 
 
You might notice on the cover of your bulletin that this day has many names; it 
is the last Sunday in Pentecost, reminding us that Advent begins next Sunday…  
it is Stewardship Commitment Sunday, the conclusion of our Stewardship 
campaign and leftover pie Sunday!……but most of all it is Christ the King Sunday, 
always occurring on this Sunday that bridges between Pentecost and Advent. 
 
In this passage from Matthew we hear Jesus speak of the Last Judgement, of the 
end times, when He returns as King, in really clear language that tells us exactly 
what we need to be doing to be his followers, his sheep……. even when we 
don’t want to hear it.   
 
You might have noticed that there is lots of separating in this passage and the 
one from Ezekiel…Sheep from goats,  fat sheep from lean sheep…sheep from 
sheep…. 
 
And so, as the Last Judgment is really tough stuff to hear, and we wonder which 
sheep or goats we might be, and as we suspect which we might be……..and so 
now …I am going to talk  about….hushpuppies. 
Stay with me! This will hopefully all make sense. 
 
Ok, I love hushpuppies. Corn bread and deep fat frying with added butter. 
Glorious!! 
 
I always looked forward to having hushpuppies when we’d go to the beach, 
first, years ago with my girlfriends when I was single, and then Tim and me after 
we married, once or if lucky, twice year, finding a beach, and some 
hushpuppies. 
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Well, then we moved to the NN almost 4 years ago.  We were exhausted and 
stressed with moving and ate out a lot in the first months we were here….ok, 
the whole first year. And I was so happy to discover that just about every 
restaurant has hushpuppies! Willabys, KCs, The Crazy Crab…..I became a 
connoisseur of the various hushpuppy recipes….. establishing my favorite 
recipe……KCs…. But, of course, eating, all of them. 
 
Then, all of a sudden, one day, I realized I had gained…..20 pounds since moving 
to the NN! At least 15 pounds of which I came to realize, was probably……. 
hushpuppies. 
 
Now I tell you about my hushpuppy reckoning because this time period was a 
wake up call for me, a fairly gentle nudge, a reminder that I know what I need to 
do and not do, but I still needed it spelled out for me. I did not have to have a 
heart attack or gain 100 pounds before I stopped and listened and paid 
attention. 
 
And that brings us back to Jesus telling us today of the Last Judgment….it is a 
clear reminder, a wake up call, a nudge, a definitive spelling out…of our call as 
Christians, Jesus clearly stating what we need to do, if we want to be his 
followers. 
 
Jesus tells us we need to do: 
 
Feed hungry people 
Give thirsty people water 
Welcome in strangers 
Clothe those who need warm dry clothes 
Take care of sick people 
Visit people in prison 
 
Feed, give water, welcome, clothe, care for, and visit…… 
 
So simple we can probably even memorize his instructions……. 
 
Feed, give water, welcome, clothe, care for, and visit…… 
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We might also notice the directions that Jesus does NOT give for us to be his 
people…all the things we humans like to get busy with instead…… 
 
Have we memorized all the prayers and creeds? 
Do we have the altar set absolutely right?  
 
Or worse…. Spending our time and energy arguing with our fellow Christians, or 
condemning other religions… 
Or even worse….Keeping a list of who is in and who is out…who is righteous and 
who a sinner….. 
Judging the poor, the imprisoned, the strangers, the refugees, the ill, the 
addicted…judging rather than helping…. 
 
No, Jesus is so darn clear about it…DO THIS: 
 
Feed, give water, welcome, clothe, care for, and visit…… 
 
Christ the King Sunday tells us first that yes, Jesus is coming again, and will come 
as our King and yes, will judge us, but not by our worldly standards……. but on 
the ways that Jesus taught and lived and demonstrated in every moment of his 
earthly life… 
 
Feed, give water, welcome, clothe, care for, and visit…… 
 
So now……back to the hushpuppies….when I first moved to the NN and started 
eating the hushpuppies regularly…very regularly….I did not give them much 
thought. And the pounds started to add up. Then I lied to myself and said, they 
are so small they can’t be many calories…despite the butter, oil… 
 
Then I finally went back to WW and definitively knew….a hushpuppy is 4 WW 
points. And if you get 25 points a day, and you eat 6 hushpuppies…..you have 
eaten all your points for a day. 
Now I can’t say I don’t know that;….I can’t pretend anymore. I know there are 
consequences to the choices I make. 
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We might want to say that being a faithful Christian means criticizing other 
people’s lives, or feeling superior because we have memorized the creeds and 
the prayers, or arguing with and condemning Muslims….but Christ the King 
Sunday is a wakeup call, a nudge, even a good firm nudge that says, no. 
And this day says too……..And now you know better. 
 
Feed the hungry… 
Give water to the thirsty 
Welcome the stranger 
Clothe the shivering  
Care for the sick…. 
Visit the imprisoned…. 
 
And finally, Christ the King Sunday tells us that, though we try over and over to 
make Jesus a king like we recognize….far above us, wearing golden robes…Jesus 
tells us one more time… 
 
You will find me, you will be with me, you will see me, when you join me on the 
ground, with the hungry, the thirsty, the strangers, the cold, the sick, the 
imprisoned…Jesus says if you want to find me, go to those places, and I will be 
there, in all the messiness of life. In all the messiness of your life….I am not 
distant but right there with you, your shepherd, your king. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
The Reverend Megan Limburg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    


